
 

Peers as Partners in Learning  

Problem Solving Overview - Leave a Legacy Project 

 
 

Step I: Problem Identification – Define one problem or discrepancy between the 
current situation and the goal. 

As you’ve learned, barriers to the success of students with disabilities exist at the 
global, school, and individual levels. The problem you decide to address in this project 
could be as global as the number of students in self-contained special education 
settings. You may choose a more school-specific problem such as the designation of a 
special wing for students who have certain exceptionalities or a special prom only for 
students who have disabilities. Problems can be course-specific, regarding a lack of 
accessible instructional materials or lack of engagement in learning activities. The 
problem you identify could even be as individualized as a peer who has no one to dine 
with at lunch. Identify one distinct problem that you will address in order to create a 
greater sense of belonging for students with disabilities. 

Step II: Problem Analysis – Why is the problem occurring? 

Some barriers are caused by a lack of consensus. Misconceptions exist about the laws 
regarding education of students with disabilities, and their implications on the provision 
of a free and appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. Not 
presuming competence can arbitrarily limit the potential of people with disabilities. 
Other barriers result from a lack of knowledge in implementing strategies that 



effectively build expert learners. Generate a strong hypothesis about the major causal 
factor of the problem you’ve identified. 

Step III: Intervention Design and Implementation – Design a product that will solve or 
reduce the problem. 

By tightly linking the design of your intervention to the major cause of the problem you 
have the opportunity to use what you’ve learned in this course to leave a legacy that 
solves or reduces the problem you’ve identified. 

To whom will you leave your legacy? 
Establish your intended audience for your intervention, which may include but is 
not limited to: 

● Peers with disabilities 
● Peers without disabilities 
● Teachers who have peer supports in their classrooms 
● Administrators 
● Families of students with IEPs 
● Community members 
● Policy-makers 
● School staff (paraprofessionals, lunchroom, office, etc.) 

What will your legacy accomplish? 
Refer to the rubric as you determine the goal of your intervention which may 
include but is not limited to: 

● Developing ways to reframe the thinking about people with 
disabilities and their contribution to society 

● Advancing person first language usage in all members of your school 
● Building teachers’ understanding of the accessible lessons to reduce 

barriers to instruction and assessment 
● Promoting self-determination and self-advocacy skills in students with 

disabilities 
● Enhancing opportunities for individuals with disabilities in your 

community 
● Inform teachers about the role of peer supports 

How will your legacy be recorded? 
Determine the format for your intervention: 

● Plan, shoot and edit a video 
● Record your own Ted Talk 
● Design informational brochure with reference citations 
● Create a Powerpoint or Prezi 
● Conduct an interview on podcast 
● Generate a Public Service Announcement (PSA) or Commercial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZR1Jf-2sCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eBmyttcfU4
http://www.slideshare.net/NCUDL/udl-a-framework-for-access-and-equity?qid=900be4cc-c317-4247-a8d1-5ccfc99c9ac2&v&b&from_search=1
http://www.onbeing.org/program/listening-generously/124/audio?embed=1
https://youtu.be/GpTYAb4NOf8


● Originate a picture montage with voice-over 
● Create a lesson plan for a future Peers as Partners in Learning courses 
● Write an article 
● Interview someone with a perspective that may enlighten others 
● Choose your own method (to be approved by the teacher) 

 
Step IV: Response to Instruction/Intervention – design and implement a plan to 
measure the effect of your intervention. How will you see the impact of your work? 
Who will provide feedback on your chosen legacy? How will your Legacy Project impact 
others after you graduate or finish the school year? Will the project need to be 
sustained over time? What is needed to make it sustainable, if appropriate? 

https://youtu.be/WhcLZbmkxcQ
https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/64CB422A-ED08-43F0-F795CA9DE364B6BE/5._mi_adapted_power_of_peers_guide_book.pdf
https://nebula.wsimg.com/8f26c5c9d374375788c05ef26a90348e?AccessKeyId=9D6F6082FE5EE52C3DC6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L40CMNR5Efs

