
Peer supports are not:Peer supports are not:
◊◊	 Specialized instruction
◊◊	 Physical and health related supports
◊◊	 Tutoring
◊◊	 Paraprofessional support
◊◊	 A teacher assistant
◊◊	 A buddy or peer mediation program

Examples of Peer Supports

FIN is an Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)-funded state project by the Florida Department of 
Education, Division of K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services.

Peers as Partners in Learning (PPL) is an elective course 
for Florida middle and high schools (MJ #400025 and 
#1400340), and is accompanied by a curriculum focused 
on the fundamental foundations of service to others, in 
particular students with disabilities. The PPL program 
provides reciprocal academic, social and interpersonal 
benefits to students with and without disabilities in general 
education environments. 
This program is unique because it is designed to support 
students with disabilities by creating peer partnerships. 
Rather than simply helping, the program emphasizes mutual 
service, allowing each student to contribute meaningfully. 
These student pairings offer clear benefits, embedding 
valuable lessons that extend beyond academics and into 
future implications for collaboration and independence.
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Peer supports are:Peer supports are:
◊◊	 Servant Leadership
◊◊	 Academic support from trained peers
◊◊	 Social support and engagement
◊◊	 Problem-solving
◊◊	 Relationship or rapport building
◊◊	 Student-centered
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FIN provides multiple supports and resources:FIN provides multiple supports and resources:

•	Providing opportunities for 
networking with other PPL 
teacher of record

•	Presenting a program 
overview to school staff

•	Quarterly follow-up with the 
ESE teacher of record

•	Providing marketing materials 
for staff, students, and 
families

•	Technical assistance on 
instruction of PPL lessons

•	Aligning PPL course 
seamlessly into the master 
schedule

•	Assisting with creating a 
timeline and task plan

•	Identify methods for data 
collection and analysis

•	Providing resources and 
guidance for program 
implementation

•	Conducting an annual needs 
assessment to identify 
program adjustments

FIN SUPPORTS AND RESOURCESFIN SUPPORTS AND RESOURCES

Check out the
Peers as Partners in Learning 
curriculum guide and videos 

on our website.
https://fin-network.org/peers-as-

partners-in-learning/

•	 Ensure district approval for PPL course
•	 Establish vision/core belief
•	 Identify ESE teacher of record 
•	 Build a team with administration support

Step 1: Build the Program

Step 2: Clarify the Program

Step 3: Market the Course

Step 4: Develop Schedules

Step 5: Plan for Follow Up

•	 Define school specific PPL course structure
•	 ESE teacher reviews standards and curriculum
•	 ESE teacher plans student supports
•	 Team plans data collection and analysis

•	 Inform faculty, staff and community about the course
•	 Establish enrollment criteria and registration timeline
•	 Establish application criteria
•	 Review applications for PPL student selection

•	 If needed, involve FIN to support scheduling
•	 Identify SWD and subject areas needing assistance
•	 Facilitate the process of matching PPL students to a SWD
•	 Follow up with staff managing student and master schedules

•	 Coordinate a PLC to support ongoing implementation
•	 Create a PPL communication system for events, troubleshooting, and updates
•	 Analyze program data
•	 Contact FIN for ongoing support

Starting a Peers as Partners in Learning Program
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