
 
 
 
 

Legislative Comparisons 
 

This activity requires exploring the websites of two federal laws, the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and section 1003.57, Florida 
Statutes. 

 
You should look for similarities between these pieces of legislation and take note of their 
differences. 

 

1. Paraphrase the stated purpose of each act. 
 

2. One act “establishes”, another “enforces”, and the other “defines.” Describe which 
word you think has a stronger connotation. 

 
3. If you did not already know the difference between the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for people with 
disabilities, could you tell the difference between the two? Does each act discuss 
similar rights? 

 
4. The purposes of the ADA applies to a much broader group of people than IDEA. Why 

do you think this is so? 
 

5. What knowledge about Americans with disabilities does the ADA attempt to establish? 
 

6. Why might it have been necessary, in 1990, to go into greater detail about the purpose 
of the ADA? 

 
7. Why do you think s. 1003.57, F.S., is important? What words resonate with you? 

 
 
8. What changes do you think might be a result of each of these pieces of legislation? 

Who do you think is impacted most by then? Can you think of anyone you know 
who has benefited from the laws? 

 
 
 


