
 
 

 
 

Essential Components Framework 

Clear Goals Variability Context 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Clarify the goal and use language 
your students will understand 

• Where possible, offer flexible 
means to achieve the goal 

• Share the goal in a variety of 
ways 

• Look for opportunities to make the 
goal authentic and relevant to your 
students 

• Variability is the rule not the 
exception 

• There are three classifications: 

(1) the why of learning,  

(2) the what of learning, and  

(3) the how of learning 

 
• Plan for variability in why, what 

and how 

• Context refers to the learning 
environment of a classroom and 
includes the curriculum, or 
assessments, materials, and 
methods of a lesson 

• Context can significantly influence 
student learning 

• Change the context, instead of 
the student 

• Use purposeful planning and 
reflection 

 
THE WHY OF LEARNING 

 
THE WHAT OF LEARNING 

 
THE HOW OF LEARNING 


