In-Class Supports Using Best Practices for

Including Students

Assistive Technology with Disabilities

What is Assistive Technology (AT)?
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“Any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired
commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase,
maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of children with disabilities.”
- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 2004, Section 602

AT does not include surgically implanted medical devices (e.g., cochlear implants).

AT enables independence and full participation in education. Technology tools include performance
enhancement features that support achievement in all areas of the curriculum; increasing academic
engagement and reducing or removing barriers to learning.

Always consider Assistive Technology as part of an Individual Educational Plan (IEP)

Assistive Technology consideration means the IEP team takes a moment to ask: “Does this student
need assistive technology to access and participate in their education?” It's not just a checkbox - it's

a doorway to independence, success, and opportunity. AT is documented in the IEP when a tool
becomes necessary for access to and progress in the general education curriculum. AT ensures access
to a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).
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Need help? To find your Assistive Technology District Contacts go to https://www.tlc-mtss.net/district-contacts

FIN and the Technology & Learning Connections are Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)-funded state projects by the
Florida Department of Education, Division of K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services.


https://www.tlc-mtss.net/district-contacts

Assistive Technology (AT) Myths & Truths
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MYTH: Students won't have assistive technology in the real world so there is no reason to
provide it in school.

The Real World | TRUTH: Assistive technology used in schools is also available in adult life. To prepare for post-
secondary success, students need training in problem-solving, identifying and obtaining AT, and
self-advocacy. Quality IEPs that include AT and related services are essential for ensuring a Free
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and a smooth transition beyond K-12.

MYTH: Assistive technology makes students with disabilities dependent on the technology and
prevents them from learning to do the tasks on their own.

TRUTH: Assistive technology gives students the tools to complete tasks independently. Without
Dependency these tools, students become more dependent on others. Everyone relies on tools—phones,
internet, appliances—every day. Students with disabilities need additional tools to access
learning, collaborate, and integrate socially. Identifying and providing these tools is essential for
ensuring FAPE.

MYTH: There is no reason to provide assistive technology that is not allowed on statewide
assessments.

Assessment TRUTH: Instruction should always be designed so students achieve grade-level standards. The
more students learn, the better they perform on assessments. For example, research shows
students who use text-to-speech daily to improve comprehension often score higher on
reading assessments, even when those tools aren't available during the assessment.

MYTH: IEP teams do not need to consider reading or writing tools if they are being provided

universally to all students in a Universal Design for Learning (UDL) setting.

Universal Design
for Learning TRUTH: IEPs are based on student needs, not on what a school has available. If a student

requires an item as assistive technology for FAPE, it must be in the IEP—even if it's commonly

available. IEPs must also be transferable so new schools can provide the same supports.

For more Myths & Truths visit: https://at-udl.com/activities/at-myths/
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