
Collaborating for Student Success 

• In the face of adversity, what factors can help individuals to prevail?
• How do our personal experiences shape our views of others?
• What is the relevance of reading books that depict experiences that are different from our own?
• How can reading and writing provide opportunities for reflection and offer insights on common

human experiences?

Students will: 
• Apply critical thinking skills to analyze the relationships between course concepts and their selected

book.
• Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading.
• Write an essay utilizing the writing process (pre-write, draft, revise, edit, and publish), citing evidence

from the selected book to support their reasoning.

Peers as Partners in Learning – High School 

Lesson Plan 2.4: Exploring Disability through Literature* 

Approximate time to allow: 70-115 minutes 

Unit 

Lesson 

Exploring Disability through Literature - *Note: All efforts must be made to ensure chosen books meet 
the standards of the district’s approved book list. Any book provided on this lesson is a suggestion and 
should not be taken as mandatory. School assumes responsibility for ensuring the books used are 
approved according to district guidelines. 

   Standards Supported in this Lesson Rubric Essential Concepts 

ELA.K12.EE.4.1  
ELA.12.R.1.3 

  Laws and Educational Implications        
  Impact of Language 
  Problem Solving Process 
  Promoting Access, Involvement and Progress  
  Self-Determination 

Essential Questions 

Learning Objectives 

https://www.cpalms.org/search/Standard
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/HS-Rubric-Essential-Concepts-Performance-Rubric.pdf


Technology/Materials 

• The Compiled Book List includes a list of books identified by educators as suggested materials that address
topics related to disability awareness. The books’ Lexile measures are listed and should be appropriately
aligned to each student’s reading level. Also included in the spreadsheet are the text type for each book:
Literature (story, drama, or poetry) or Informational Text (literary nonfiction or historical, scientific, or
technical text).

o *Note: All efforts must be taken to ensure chosen books meet the standards of the district’s
approved book list. Any book provided on this lesson is a suggestion and should not be taken as
mandatory. School assumes responsibility for ensuring the books used are approved according to
district guidelines.

• “The Least Dangerous Assumption: A Challenge to Create a New Paradigm” Dr. Cheryl Jorgenson (2005),
from lesson 1.2 

• “In the Service of Life” by Rachel Naomi Remen, from lesson 1.4
• Rubrics for assessments: (Rubric for Argumentation Task), (Rubric for Explanatory Task)
• HS Reflection Journal Entry Prompts

Lesson Steps 

With guidance and input from the teacher, each student selects a book that relates to the topic of 
disability awareness. The Lexile measure for the selected book should be appropriately aligned to 
the student’s reading level. 

Reflection questions: 
These questions will help students to apply critical thinking skills to analyze the relationships 
between course concepts and their selected text (book). Not all questions will apply to all texts 
(books), and teachers may wish to consider allowing students to select a subset of questions to 
answer. 

1. Describe a situation in the text (book) that demonstrates the connection between being
part of a general education class/environment and ADA or IDEA. Cite specific examples
from the text.

2. Through this Peers as Partners in Learning course you’ve learned about the importance of
demonstrating respect to individuals with disabilities. Identify and analyze a passage from
the text that either exemplifies the demonstration of respect to individuals with disabilities
or a situation that presents a counterexample.

3. Through this Peers as Partners in Learning course you’ve learned it is important to avoid
pre-determining opinions based on surface characteristics. Identify and analyze a passage
from the text that either illustrates why it is important to avoid this type of action or a
situation that presents a counterexample.

4. Think about the importance of confidentiality and analyze how the topic of confidentiality is
addressed in the text.

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Compiled-Book-List-Updated-8.8.23-1.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Least-Dangerous-Assumption-by-C-Jorgensen-3.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/IN-THE-SERVICE-OF-LIFE-3.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Rubric-for-Argumentation-Task-Grades-9-12-1.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Rubric-for-informational-Explanatory-Task-Grades-9-12-1.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/HS-Reflection-Journal-Entry-Prompts.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/HS-Reflection-Journal-Entry-Prompts.pdf


5. Think about the “new paradigm” presented by Dr. Cheryl Jorgenson (2005) in “The Least
Dangerous Assumption: A Challenge to Create a New Paradigm.” Identify examples from the
text (book) you’ve read that represent the “new paradigm:”

a. “All people have different talents and skills.”
b. “Intelligence is not a one-dimensional construct, nor can it (or its absence) be

measured accurately and reliably enough to base students’ educational programs
and future goals on test results.”

6. Identify an example from the text (book) that represents “serving,” “helping,” or “fixing” and
explain why the selected example is “serving,” “helping,” or “fixing” rather than the other two
options. You may wish to refer to the graphic organizer you developed when we read “In the
Service of Life” by Rachel Naomi Remen earlier in this course.

7. Recall our discussions related to Person First Language through this Peers as Partners in Learning
course. You may wish to reference the poster or bookmark on the FIN Website. Create a T-Chart
with the headers Examples and Non-Examples and pull examples from your selected text (book)
that fit these categories. Be sure to include page numbers for each example you pull from the text
(book).

8. Identify a barrier that a character in the text (book) encounters and categorize that barrier. Consider
what would be most beneficial in reducing or removing that barrier.

9. Identify several critical decisions that characters made throughout the text (book) that may have
had an impact on the course of the story. Give at least three examples, including a description of
the circumstances and the page numbers from the text (book). For each example, discuss at least
one other outcome (positive or negative) that may have been possible had the character used (or
not used) self-advocacy or self-determination skills. Explain how executive functioning played a
role (or not) in the character’s application of these skills.

10. Identify any problem-solving that was done by a character or characters in the text (book). Analyze
whether the process used was like the process used in class for the Leave a Legacy project and
explain your conclusions.

Optional: Reflection Journal assignment 

https://fin-network.org/core-principles/


• Struggling readers will likely require intensive and individualized support with this Exploring
Disability through Literature assignment. Teachers can support struggling readers by providing
explicit vocabulary instruction and comprehension strategy instruction aligned specifically to
the student-selected book.

Assessments 
Formative: 

• As you read the text (book), think about what the author’s purpose is and what he/she is
trying to convey to the reader. In other words, what is the author trying to get you to think 
about? Create a visual or multimedia product that explains what the author is trying to
convey and include specific examples from the text (book). Possible ideas for a visual or
multimedia product include:

a. Write a song, rap, or poem
b. Create a comic strip or story board
c. Create a collage, drawing, or painting
d. Create a poster for a movie of the book (text)
e. Create a mock social media profile
f. Design a webpage or PowerPoint

Summative: 
• A formal, written essay will be the summative assessment for the Exploring Disability through 

Literature assignment. Student Work Rubrics developed by the Literacy Design 
Collaborative can be used to provide feedback to students through the writing process 
(pre-write, draft, revise, edit, and publish) and again for the final evaluation and grading of 
essays.

• Essay Prompt Option 1 (Rubric for Argumentation Task) - Think about differing views on SWD 
receiving education in general education environments and contexts. Then write an essay 
in which you explain your position on students with disabilities being part of general 
education classrooms. Use appropriate evidence from the text (book) and your experience in 
the Peers as Partners in Learning course to support your argument. Your argument should 
be the focus of your essay. Use the text (book) to develop your argument and explain your 
reasoning.

• Essay Prompt Option 2 (Rubric for Informational/Explanatory Task) – s. 1003.57, F.S., states in 
part that “a student with a disability is a valued member of the classroom and school 
community.” After reading the selected text (book), write an essay that analyzes the extent to 
which a character with a disability in the text is a valued member of his or her classroom 
and the school community. Support your discussion with evidence from the text (book).

Considerations 


