
Peers as Partners in Learning – Middle School 

Lesson Plan 2.1: Promoting Acceptance for Students with Disabilities  
Approximate time to allow: 50 - 60 minutes 
 
Unit 

Creating a School Culture of Belonging for Students with Disabilities 
 

Lesson 

Promoting Acceptance for Students with Disabilities 
 

Standards Supported in this Lesson    Rubric Essential Concept(s) 

ELA.8.R.1.3  
ELA.8.V.1.3 
ELA.K12.EE.4.1  
ELA.K12.EE.1.1  
ELD.K12.ELL.SI.1 

Belonging for Students with Disabilities 
Impact of Language 
Promoting Access, Involvement, and Progress 

 

Essential Question(s) 

• How can learning disabilities affect students’ experiences at school? How can they 
affect life outside school? 

• How can false assumptions of people with a hidden disability impact interactions? 
• What can we do to promote acceptance of students with hidden disabilities? 
• What are some advantages of living in a world in which people learn in different ways? 

 
Learning Objectives 

Students will: 
• Understand the meaning of the term “learning disability.” 
• Learn about important characters in history who struggled with learning disabilities 

and succeeded despite their difficulties. 
• Consider their own, their school’s, and society’s assumptions related to learning 

disabilities. 
• Discuss ways in which labels about intelligence can impact a person’s perspective of 

others and develop more constructive, specific vocabulary for discussing learning 
needs. 

• Consider ways to promote a positive perspective and understanding of those with 
learning disabilities. 

• Make a graphic visual about positive perspectives of those with learning disabilities. 

https://www.cpalms.org/search/Standard
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024-MS-Essential-Concepts-Performance-Rubric.pdf


 
Technology/Materials 

Computer(s) and/or access to a school media center 
• Learning Disabilities Association of America: Learning Disabilities Association of 

America – Support. Educate. Advocate. 
• 'I am a Person' PSA “I am a Person” Public Service Announcement (R-Word Campaign) 

(1:25) 
• Reflection Journal entry prompt  

 
Lesson Steps 

1.  Presumptions and Disabilities  
a.  Purpose: One of the main purposes of the PPL course is to create a positive school 

culture for students with disabilities. Many students are assigned to serve students 
who do not have visible disabilities (such as a learning disability or language 
disability). Understanding the perspectives surrounding disabilities is essential to 
impacting school culture. 

b.  Procedure: What are assumptions that might lead to a false understanding of those 
who have learning disabilities? Students should complete this class activity and 
choose one of the larger activity options below.  

i. In your notebook or journal, write a fictional diary entry from the point of view 
of a character who is struggling with some sort of learning. It might be a kind of 
learning that happens in school, like memorizing a set of dates and events for a 
history class. It might be something outside of school, like learning to play the 
trumpet. Or, it might be something that could happen in or outside school, like 
learning to speak out when you are feeling shy in a big group of people. Your 
diary entry should show that you are trying to understand what it would feel like 
to struggle with this kind of learning. It should also show how other people might 
respond to you.  

ii. Form partnerships or small groups and share your diary entries. Then brainstorm 
a list of terms used against people who struggle with different kinds of learning. 
Talk about why you think this sort of occurrence happens. What kind of false 
perspectives might lead up to it? How does this type of perspective compare to 
others that you know about? 

iii. As a class watch the R-Word Campaign’s public service announcement. Do you 
feel this is an effective video? How could you as peer support students promote 
the message in the video? 

iv. As a class, discuss the term “learning disability.” Consider reasons why struggling 
with particular types of learning difficulties is considered a disability. What 
factors might cause people with these disabilities to face misperceptions in our 
society? Challenge yourself to talk about what people with learning disabilities 
need by way of support.  

v. Rejoin your small group or partnership and revisit the list of terms you 
brainstormed when you shared your diary entry. Knowing what you do now 
about learning disabilities, write creative responses to those terms. 

vi. Complete the reflection journal entry. 
vii. Allow students to choose one of the two Invisible Disability Project Options 

https://ldaamerica.org/
https://ldaamerica.org/
https://ldaamerica.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTGo_dp_S-k
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024-MS-Reflection-Journal-Entry-Prompts.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pE877qQMOZYtiv6ZdLtW4m4kfEcUkwVcT1WxJhoRZrE/


described below to complete. Provide students adequate time (1-2 weeks) to 
complete the projects. 

2. Invisible Disability Project  
a.  Purpose: To allow long-term processing and ongoing focus regarding presumptions 

and disabilities. 
b.  Directions: Introduce the project by revisiting the term “learning disability” and the 

different ways that people might define it. As a class, recall the previous 
conversations you had about learning disabilities and presumptions. Then, discuss 
examples you have seen of misperceptions of people with learning disabilities. 
Provide students with choices from the two options for a project. Project may be 
individual or done in a small group.  

 
 Project Option #1 (Social Studies focus): 

1. In whole or small group, research and brainstorm a list of famous people with 
learning disabilities, e.g., Patricia Polacco, Winston Churchill, Alexander Graham 
Bell, Cher, Whoopi Goldberg, Magic Johnson, Tom Cruise, Leonardo da Vinci, Keira 
Knightley, Orlando Bloom, Richard Branson, Michael Phelps, Daniel Radcliffe, Tim 
Tebow, Steven Spielberg, Justin Timberlake, Billie Ellish. Each student in the group 
should choose one person. On the Internet or in your school media center, 
research as much as you can about that person’s life and experience. Then create 
a poster of that person. Focus each poster on the person’s strengths. Show how 
they handled their disabilities. Also, show or discuss the presumptions or 
struggles they faced. 

2. Hang your posters around the classroom and spend some time circulating to look 
at your classmates’ posters. Come together to discuss what you have learned. 
 
Project Option #2 (Arts focus): 

1. With a partner, work to create a story strip illustrating a story showing someone 
with a learning disability in a negative light. Make sure your story strip uses 
visuals as well as words to tell the story. Try to focus the story on how to promote 
acceptance and belonging. (Note: As students create their visuals, the teacher will 
want to circulate and make note of any misrepresentations.) 

2. Compile story strips into a graphic visual about promoting acceptance and 
belonging for people with learning disabilities. 

 

Assessment(s) 

Formative: 
• Teacher observation/checklist: Does each student participate in partner sharing, small 

group and whole group activities? Note outliers. Adjust lessons if needed in future by 
timing each share opportunity. 

• Fictional diary entry completion and participation. 
• Team notes from partner/small group activity and discussion including brainstorm list. 

Summative: 
• Reflection Journal entries (each student should have two – one for the main lesson, and 

one as part of the project). 



• Written activity responses to insults. 

 
 
 
Considerations 

• Consider allowing written responses to be completed using technology including Word and 
speech to text software. 

• Fictional diary entry can be done using alternative means such as audio or video recording/ 
speech-to-text. 

• Instead of drawing out strips for Activity 2, use photos or magazine page pictures and insert 
speech bubbles. 

• Transcripts of videos are included when available. 
• Students are offered choices on many assignments. 

 


