
Peers as Partners in Learning – High School 
 

Lesson Plan 1.3: Examining Legislation for Disabilities 
 
Approximate time to allow: 90 - 110 minutes 
 
Unit 

Fostering a Community Culture  

 
Lesson 

Examining Legislation for Disabilities 

 
Standards Supported in this Lesson     Rubric Essential Concept(s) 

ELA.K12.EE.4.1  
ELA.K12.EE.1.1  
ELD.K12.ELL.SI.1 

Laws and Educational Implications 
 

 
Essential Question(s) 

• How were people with disabilities affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? 
• How were students with disabilities impacted by the Education for All Handicapped 

Students Act of 1975 (EHA), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA), 
and Section 1003.57, Florida Statutes (F.S.)? 

• How have students with disabilities benefited from these changes in legislation? 

 
Learning Objectives 

Students will: 
• Understand how the ADA and IDEA impacts life for individuals with disabilities. 
• Consider the impact of Florida’s laws on students with disabilities. 

 
Technology/Materials 

• Projector; screen; speakers 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXD7TckuVjMDisability Rights Activist Movement 

Documentary (7:28) 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XX3F3idDA0Americans with Disabilities Act in 

Special Education (3:07) 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgwstMsPvd4The Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act – 40 Years Later (4:28) 

https://www.cpalms.org/search/Standard
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/HS-Rubric-Essential-Concepts-Performance-Rubric.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXD7TckuVjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XX3F3idDA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgwstMsPvd4


• Legislative Comparisons Handout 
• Americans with Disabilities Act: https://www.dol.gov/general/topic/disability/ada 
• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/ 
• S. 1003.57, F.S. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-
1099/1003/Sections/1003.57.html  

• Reflective Journal prompt 

 
Lesson Steps 

1. This lesson can be completed by only viewing the videos or by only reading the articles or by a 
combination of both. The decision on how to present the lesson can be determined by each 
individual teacher and what will best impact your students. 

a. Purpose: Explain to students that they are going to compare and contrast the language in two 
critical pieces of federal legislation and a Florida Statute and consider how this legislation 
impacted individuals with disabilities. 

b. Directions: 
i. View the videos or the websites for ADA, IDEA, and S. 1003.57, F.S. Students 

will view each of the topics and respond to the following questions:  
• What was the focus/purpose of each piece of legislation? 
• In your own words, how would you summarize the laws? 
• How are they similar? Different? 
• Does each of the regulations achieve their intended purpose?  

ii. In small groups, have the students use the “Legislative Comparisons” handout 
as a tool to guide a discussion that compares and contrasts the documents.  

iii. Using information from part i (above) and information noted from the video(s) 
or articles from part ii., have students create a timeline of activities that 
represents this information. Include bullets of pivotal actions and pictorial 
representations of activities during these times. Compare and contrast the 
legislation, the outcomes, and the relationships surrounding the timeframes 
noted. 

• What are commonalities in how the legislation impacted the intended 
populations? 

• How were the outcomes or activities different? 
• Why is this information important as it relates to rights for 

individuals with disabilities today? 
 
 
Assessment(s) 

Formative: 
● Teacher observation: Does each student participate in partner sharing, small group and 

whole group activities? Note outliers. Adjust the lesson if needed in the future by timing 

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Legislative-Comparisons-1.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/general/topic/disability/ada
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/Section-1003-1.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.57.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.57.html
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/HS-Reflection-Journal-Entry-Prompts.pdf


each share opportunity. 
● “Legislative Comparisons” handout completion and participation. 
● Team notes from small group discussion related to the handout. 
● Reflection journal: Look for evidence that the student addressed the guiding question and 

whether additional clarification is needed. 
Summative: 

● Video notes completion. 
● Reflection Journal entry. 
● Timeline development. 
● Group brainstorm sessions produce viable options to address described student needs. 

 
Considerations 

• Immersive Reader in OneNote or Word or if accessed on Microsoft Edge could be utilized as a 
means of reading the Acts. 

• Use of technology applications to create timeline. 
• Shared Google Docs or Office 365 One Drive document for group collaboration. 
• Students can respond to any prompt using a keyboard, or speech to text features. 
• Students can use images, clip art, etc. to create their visual representation. 
• Students may work in groups of 2 or 4 on some activities. 
• Transcripts of the videos are included when available. 
• Students are offered choices on many assignments. 

 


